--Technical Steering Committee / Work Group Co-Chairs--
-- Monthly Coordination Meeting -- 
Agenda

Wednesday, September 24, 2025, 11:30 am–1:00 pm PT, 12:30–2:00 pm MT 

Microsoft Teams meeting
Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting

Or call in (audio only)
+1 323-676-6261,, 915634309#
Phone Conference ID:  915 634 309#

WRAP TSC webpage / Call Materials available on the Committee Meetings tab

· Welcome, Roll Call, Agenda Review, Previous Meeting Notes (5 minutes) –  Julie
· Roll Call & Agenda Review 
There is a NACAA call right now so some people will be late. 
Will introduce Julie, Tanda, and Jessica later in agenda
· Notes for this call – Kristen Martin
· Review and approve notes from the July 30th meeting. Send comments by 9/26. Will be posted next week.

· TSC Informational Items - Julie
· Welcome to Julie Hunter, Northern Sierra AQMD, and Tanda Roberts, Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe
Julie Hunter
Co-Chair of the Fire and Smoke Workgroup 

Bio:
Julie Hunter has been an Air Quality Specialist for 20 years, with experience in all fields of monitoring, planning, permitting and compliance/enforcement.  Currently Julie serves as the Executive Director/Air Pollution Control Officer for the Northern Sierra AQMD.  She has been with the NSAQMD since 2021 and served as the lead of the Prescribed Burn Program, Emissions Inventory, Stationary Source Permitting and Monitoring Data Manager.  Prior to working for NSAQMD, Julie worked for the Washoe County Air Quality Management Division for 16 years.  Julie received her Master’s degrees in Environmental Science and Health at the University of Nevada, Reno and has worked in the environmental science field since 1996.  

TSC Consensus Approval - No objections. Welcome Julie!

Tanda Roberts
Co-Chair of the Tribal Data Workgroup 

Air quality specialist for PLP tribe in northern Nevada. Been involved in tribal data management for 8 years. 

TSC Consensus Approval - No objections. Welcome Tanda!

Jessica Hejny
TSC State Member rep from New Mexico

Dr. Jessica Hejny has been a Manager in the Control Strategies Unit in the Air Quality Bureau at the New Mexico Environment Department since October 2024. She has a PhD in Political Science with a focus on U.S. Environmental Policy and taught for 7 years at the college level. She is from Baltimore originally and has lived in New England, Oregon, and Tennessee.

TSC Consensus Approval - No objections. Welcome Jessica! 

Next steps: Go to WRAP Board at next meeting (Oct. 8th?) for final approval of TSC Member rep and Workgroup Co-Chairs.

· Congrats to Amber Potts, WY DEQ Air Quality Division Administrator. Working to determine Amber’s future role with WESTAR/WRAP.
· Congrats to Jason Walker, NWBSN Tribal Councilman. Will continue TSC Member participation as much as schedule allows. 
· State, local, federal reps for TSC and WG co-chair roles (current TSC membership). Good on state reps. Need a local TSC Member rep and a federal TSC member rep. Hopefully Rebecca Matichuk, EPA R8, can get approval as the federal TSC Member rep. and RTOWG Co-Chair. (replacing Gail Tonnesen who retired)

· WG Status Updates, Meetings, Topics, and Planning – Kristen (10 min)
· Verbal updates from the WG co-chairs
Regional Haze WG (David Stroh) – Up in the air for the future. Not much movement at all. Lots of actions on 2nd round SIPs. Rhonda will present on later in the agenda. Haven’t brought the group back together. Will aim for when something is released from the federal government. 

Jay is getting good input from WRAP states to prioritize the IMPROVE monitor network. Existing resources are sufficient to sustain the program. There are changes needed to the monitor network. 

Fire and Smoke WG (Bob Kotchenruther) -- Meeting will be on September 29th. Presentation by Napa County on fuel treatment practices, permitting fuel treatment devices. Will discuss Burn Bot new equipment. 

Another Fire and Smoke meeting scheduled for October 27th about CARBs wildfire emissions inventory. 

Oil and Gas WG (Mark Jones & Amanda Brimmer) – No updates. Proposed 18-month extension quad oc 111d plans and the compliance deadlines for the quad ob facilities to get into compliance. 

Regional Technical Operations WG (Rhonda) - NASA Tempo training was great. A lot of the content shared would be great to share with the RTO. Rhonda is working on this.

Tribal Data WG (Lisa Gover) - Tribal caucus meeting -introduced new co-chair (Tanda).
Planning to have a meeting soon on potential topics:
1) Exceptional Events process/app. 
2) Program to help the tribes that are collecting sensor (purple air) data. Looking for a place to store archived data. 
3) Loop tribes in on the AQDMS. 

· Regulatory Update - Rhonda
· Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program 
Sept 16th published proposed rule to remove the reporting requirements for 26 of 27 source categories. They will not need to report emissions. The NG distribution facilities need to report through the 2024 EI (the final reporting year) but would no longer be required to report after that. The remaining segments of subpart W (i.e., petroleum & natural gas system sources other than NG distribution) would be suspended (not need to report) until 2034. The reason for this is that this category (subpart W sources) were part of an amendment to the CAA made in 2022 (section 136 – the Methane Emissions and Waste Reduction Program). In 2024, EPA revised requirements for Subpart W to implement new emissions source definitions and updated calc methods. Then, under the Big Beautiful Bill, congress amended CAA section 136 again, and delays the start of the Waste Emissions Charge until emissions reported for 2034 and later. 
EPA plans to go back to what is in statue and the CAA does not mandate GHG. Over 8000 facilities are impacted. 

Public comment period ends November 3rd. 
· Regional Haze Rule and 2nd Planning Period SIP update (tracking sheet)
Colorado was interesting. Lots of states commented. EPA disapproved portions of the long-term strategies that relied on plant closures. EPA is basing this on newer information that was available after the SIP was submitted.? All of the EGU retirements were market driver volunteer requirements that were included in the state energy plan. 

Comments stated that instead of EPA disapproving it should be a conditional approval and addressed in the 5-year progress report. 

One of the justifications for the disapproval was that it was a ‘regulatory taking’ 

EPA has said they didn’t intend to FIP Colorado or require a SIP revision. The separable approvable part of the SIP was enough to satisfy the RH requirements. 

RH 2nd round SIP comment docket that closed last week: https://www.regulations.gov/docket/EPA-R08-OAR-2024-0607/comments
Regulations.gov

There is an advanced notice for proposed rulemaking posted.  https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202504&RIN=2060-AU01 

· Endangerment Finding
Comments were due 9/22. NACAA Comment letter. Nez Perce Tribe and Region 10 Tribal Operations Committee (RTOC) submitted comments. WESTAR did not comment on. 
Over 300k comments now on the docket. 

docket: https://www.regulations.gov/docket/EPA-HQ-OAR-2025-0194/comments
Regulations.gov
 
· Exceptional Events for Prescribed Fire, part of the Wildfire Emissions Prevention Act
Aim to make Prescribed fire EEs less of a hurdle. WESTAR/WRAP will continue to track. The WEPA will change a portion of the CAA to deal with prescribed fire differently. 

· WESTAR/WRAP Updates – Mary/Rhonda
· WESTAR Award
Received the EPA grant award! But Dept. of Interior (the federal agency that negotiates and approves indirect cost rates) had not yet approved WESTAR’s upcoming year’s indirect cost rate. Hopefully coming soon. Good through Dec 31st.  
· 2022 EMP 
· 2022v2 draft letter to EPA leadership. Ask EPA to develop and release analytic year data for v2 because the base year data is not as useful without it. All MJOs will sign but 1 that already sent a separate letter.
· Upcoming National Report Out Meeting–November 5th 2:00 pm Eastern. If no movement on the develop of future year data for 2022, this will be the wrap up call for the 2022 EMP because there isn’t anything left to discuss. May go on hiatus for awhile waiting for a response on Analytic year data.
· IMPROVE Monitoring Core Sites priority list
Open for comments on the priority list. When we started this project, it was identifying core sites that we didn’t want to reduce any type of monitoring. Received feedback from MJOs, NJOs, states and Federal Land Managers. Determined it was better to identify the sites that we would look at for reduced monitoring (1 in 6 day). There are also a few sites listed for closure. Those are based on additional issues where it makes more sense to close them. Got emails about the tribal monitors. None of the tribal monitors are on the list because the budget for tribal monitors is separate from the other IMPROVE monitors. 

Ask Jay for list if you didn’t get it. Send Comments to Jay by October 6th. 
· Meetings and Conferences (5 minutes) – Kristen
· Past Conferences/Meeting materials:
· NASA TEMPO Satellite Training, August 5-7, 2025, Fort Collins, CO – Mike Barna & Rhonda are looking at having info on these materials at an upcoming RTOWG meeting
· EPA Emissions Inventory Conference, September 15-19, 2025, Virtual Only
· Upcoming:
· Rocky Mountain Wildfire Smoke Symposium, October 6-7, Loveland, CO (Hybrid)
· NACAA Fall Membership Meeting, October 7-8, Alexandria, VA
· A&WMA Pacific Northwest International Section (PNWIS) Meeting, October 15-17, Boise, ID
· NOAA Air Quality Forecasters Focus Group Workshop, October 16-17, College Park, MD
· 18th International Wildland Fire Safety Summit and 7th Human Dimensions of Wildland Fire Conference, October 20-23, Calgary, Canada
· WESTAR/WRAP Fall Business Meeting, November 5-6, 2025, Jackson Hole, WY (Hybrid) – room block closes Oct 11 – have to call them, no online reservations
· EPA Region 10’s Smoke Management Virtual Workshop, November 19, 12:30-5:00 p.m. Pacific. To register, complete the Microsoft form here
· International Smoke Symposium – March 23-26, 2026 – Focus on Prescribed Fire- Northern Florida. Abstracts due the end 
· Next Steps and Wrap up (5 minutes) – Rhonda
· Review next steps and action items from call
· Next call – Wednesday, November 26th, 11:30 PT / 12:30 MT
· Note taker – Mike Barna
· Action Items:
· Comments on IMPROVE monitoring list to Jay by 10/6
· Docket comments open
· July notes reviewed and comments to Rhonda, Kristen, & Julie S by Friday
· Jessica Hejny, Tanda Robert, and Julie Hunter TSC Rep and Co-Chair nominations to WRAP Board for approval (next WRAP Board Meeting should be Oct. 8th, but calendar invite series might need to be renewed – meets every 2 months on 2nd Wed of the month – last mtg was 8/13/25)
· Talk about future TSC meeting schedule at the November meeting. 
Call Notetaking Schedule

	Call Date
	Time (PT)
	Name
	Agency
	Representing
	Geography

	9/24/2025 
	11:30am – 1pm
	Kristen Martin
	ODEQ
	State
	Oregon

	11/26/2025 
	11:30am – 1pm
	Mike Barna
	NPS
	Fed
	Intermountain

	2026 Meeting Dates (**tentatively on a bi-monthly basis – will be confirmed at 11/26/25 meeting)

	1/28/2026**
	11:30am – 1 pm
	State Rep
	Vacant Seat
	State
	

	**
	11:30am – 1pm
	Charis Cooper
	BLM
	Fed
	National

	**
	11:30am – 1pm
	Paul Corrigan
	USFS
	Fed
	Utah

	**
	11:30am – 1pm
	EPA Rep
	EPA 
	Fed
	

	**
	11:30am – 1pm
	Tom Moore 
	RAQC
	Local
	Colorado

	**
	11:30am – 1pm
	Bob Kotchenruther
	EPA – Region 10
	Fed
	Pacific NW

	**
	11:30am – 1pm
	Local Rep
	Vacant Seat
	Local
	

	**
	11:30am – 1pm
	Steve Miller
	Idaho DEQ - Air Quality Bureau
	State

	Idaho

	**
	11:30am – 1pm
	Karl Seltzer
	EPA OAQPS
	Fed
	National

	**
	11:30am – 1pm
	Phil Swartzendruber
	Puget Sound Clean Air Agency
	Local
	Washington

	** 
	11:30am – 1pm
	Danny Powers
	Southern Ute Indian Tribe 
	Tribal
	Utah/Idaho

	**  
	11:30am – 1pm
	Jason Walker
	NW Band, Shoshone Nation - Washakie Reservation
	Tribal
	4 Corners



