
 

Participants (attendance is marked by bolding) 

States: AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, ND, NM, NV, OR, SD, UT, WA, WY 

Local Air Agencies: Clark County, Albuquerque, Yolo-Solano, Pima County, Spokane 

Tribal Air Agencies: Nez Perce  

Federal Land Mangers: BLM, FWS, NPS, USFS 

1. Call to Order- Zac Dorn (AZ) 
a. Notes for this call: Hawaii 

2. Discussion Items 
a. IMPROVE Monitor Prioritization 

i. Background 
1. Experiencing budget shortfalls for last several years and cuts are needed 

a. Previously prepared ideas for budget cuts 
i. Using Reconstructed Fine Mass in place of Gravimetric Fine Mass for 

determining Coarse Mass 
ii. Replace gravimetric PM-10 measurement with a regression of Coarse mass 

based on measured Fine Soil 
iii. Remove PM-10 module(D) at some or all sites (Remove coarse mass 

measurement) 
iv. Decrease sample frequency by removing n random sample days from each 

month (n=2,3,4) 
v. Change from 1-in-3 to 1-in-6 day sampling schedule at some or all sites 

vi. Completely shut off some sites 
vii. Eliminate HIPS measurements 

viii. IMPROVE Steering Committee meeting made virtual only 
ix. Switch to nephelometer-only measurements at some sites 

b. Some of the prepared ideas would introduce bias into the data, particularly with 
the removal of Coarse Mass 

c. Committee decided against decreasing monitoring across the board 
i. Identify core sites to be maintained with the whole suite of monitoring 

while non-core sites would be cut back 
ii. Ideally 30-40% of the current sites can be identified as core, and the 

remainder as non-core. This will amount to approximately 35 sites out of 
77 sites for our region. 

ii. Ideas for potential criteria to determine these core sites 
1. (Morgan Frank  - Alaska and J Lee - Montana) Visitation numbers/surrounding 

population, if sites are extremely remote with low traffic 
2. (Amber Potts - Wyoming) If sites are in close proximity to each other, consider if both 
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are needed 
3. (J Lee - Montana) Distance of the monitor from the class 1 area(s) to be monitored 

a. Ex. A monitor 20 miles away from the site- how reliable is that data 
4. (Amber Potts - Wyoming) 1 monitor gathering data for multiple Class 1 sites should be 

core 
5. (Ken Miller – New Mexico) ‘Problem Monitors’ – look at the monitoring data and 

compare the trend line in relation to the glide path. Consider whether it suggests that 
emissions are going in a good or bad direction to see if the monitor should be 
maintained 

6. Age of the monitors themselves 
7. (Jay Baker - WESTAR) Completeness days for the monitors 

iii. Questions and Comments 
1. (J. Lee- Montana) How much do we need in savings? 

a. $500,000 annually. 
2. (J. Lee- Montana) Are we able to say that with these reductions we can save x? 

a. 50-60 monitors out of the 110 can keep running as usual but the rest would need 
to be reduced in some capacity. 

b. Pretty much the same cost to run per site so the cost savings are typically 
interchangeable between sites. 

3. (Amber Potts - Wyoming) Can we run a quick report to see if sites in close proximity to 
other monitoring sites are gathering redundant data? 

a. Probably, but will need to look at both the monitors physical location and their 
data logs to see the similarities and potential redundancies 

4. (Weston Carloss - Colorado) Why was 1-in-6 decided as the potential change as opposed 
to 1-in-4 or 1-in-5? 

a. 1-in-6 is the minimum daily average for annual data collection. 
5. The IMPROVE map does not include the Great Basin National Park monitor 

a. The Great Basin is a protocol site, in addition to being a tribal site which are 
under different funding and not included in the IMPROVE site list. 

6. (Weston Carloss - Colorado) What is the impact of changing the data collection days 
from 1-in-3 to 1-in-6 in terms of projecting and modeling data? The concern is that the 
new system will affect error bias and cause some skew. (Colorado) 

a. This needs to be reviewed further 
b. North Dakota has a VOC site that got EPA approval to drop to 1 in 12 days for 

collection.  
7. Good list so far. The IMPROVE QAPP will also need to be updated. Many things will need 

to happen before this can take effect. 
iv. Next Steps 

1. (Jay Baker - WESTAR) Make a list of the criteria and share it with everyone for feedback, 
then proceed in determining the core sites by August 1 IMPROVE Steering Committee 
meeting with a draft list available before the call on the 21st  

a. Criteria will ideally be returned for feedback tomorrow (July 11) 
2. Notice- on July 21st there is a regional haze call with the MJOs. FLMS and WESTAR 

managers are encouraged to participate and share their thoughts on the criteria list 
a. 10am Mountain Time 
b. If interested in joining, email Jay Baker 

 
b. RH WESTAR letter 

i. EPA will do a full re-write of the regional haze rules and it’s expected to be much larger than anticipated 
ii. We can expect the proposal in late fall, there is no proposal out there yet 



iii. We’ve signed and sent a letter to the EPA Assistant Administrator discussing the value of the improve 
monitoring network and their diversity and where additional progress is needed 

1. The letter will be posted on the website shortly 
c. Regulatory rollback and Final Proposed Rules 

i. Repeal of the GHG Emission Standards on June 17th, comment period till August 7 
d. Repeal of 111(d) and MATS. 

i. Repealed on June 17th, comment period till August 11 
e. OSWI final NSPS and Emission Guideline came out on June 30, 2026, with a state plan deadline of June 

30, 2026. 
i. Link to final rule: https://www.epa.gov/stationary-sources-air-pollution/other-solid-waste-

incinerators-oswi-new-source-performance 
f. Rules with OMB 

i. Extension of Deadlines in Standards of Performance for New, Reconstructed, and Modified 
Sources and Emissions Guidelines for Existing Sources: Oil and Natural Gas Sector Climate 
Review 

ii. Phasedown of Hydrofluorocarbons: Review and Renewal of Eligibility for Application-specific 
Allowances 

iii. Reconsideration of the Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program 
iv. Greenhouse Gas Endangerment Finding and Motor Vehicle Reconsideration Rule 
v. Notes: There are some rules that are with OMB at the moment. Office of Information and Regulatory 

Affairs. On their website, you can see who has requested a meeting with OIRA.  
• Zac Dorn (ADEQ) (Unverified): https://www.reginfo.gov/public/jsp/EO/eoDashboard.myjsp | 

WESTAR Planning Committee | Microsoft Teams 
• Standard timeline is usually 60 days. Can move much quicker and on occasion are 

much longer. Once it moves out of OMB review, EPA will address comments and 
be sent out to proposal. 

3. Actions/Updates 

a. Any new actions for discussion or awareness? 
b. WESTAR Planning Committee Contact Spreadsheet 

i. Please add you/your group members roles for future contact reference. 
c. Topic Suggestion Form 

i. Please use this form to submit any topic suggestions you would like us to cover in future 
meetings. 

d. West Virginia Regional Haze SIP approval 
i. Federal Register :: Air Plan Approval; West Virginia; Regional Haze State Implementation Plan 

for the Second Implementation Period 

4. Next Call 
a. August 7, 2025, 11:00 AM HST; 12:00 PM AKST; 1:00 PM PST; 2:00 PM MST; 3:00 PM CST; Notes – 

Idaho 
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Note Taking Schedule – 2025 
 

January Washington 

February Wyoming 

March Pima County, AZ 

April Arizona 

May California 

June Colorado 

July Hawaii 

August Idaho 

September Montana 

October North Dakota 

November New Mexico 

December Nevada 
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