--Technical Steering Committee / Work Group Co-Chairs--
-- Monthly Coordination Meeting -- 
Agenda

Wednesday, May 28, 2025, 11:30 am–1:00 pm PT, 12:30–2:00 pm MT 

Microsoft Teams meeting
Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting

Or call in (audio only)
+1 323-676-6261,, 915634309#
Phone Conference ID:  915 634 309#

WRAP TSC webpage / Call Materials available on the Committee Meetings tab

· Welcome, Roll Call, Agenda Review, Previous Meeting Notes (10 minutes) –  Julie
· Roll Call & Agenda Review 
· Notes for this call – Julie Simpson 
· Review and approve notes from the March 26th meeting

· TSC Informational Items
· TSC Vacancies (Rhonda/Julie)
· State and Local reps are still needed NM is lined up, no luck on a local air agency 
· Tribal representation – updates from the March 24 (& April 8/9th) TDWG/Tribal Caucus meetings – Pam Atcitty, Morongo Band of Mission Indians, and Lisa Gover Gila River Indian Community, are being recruited to fill Lori Howell & Randy Ashley’s WRAP Board seats (retirements); Tanda Roberts, Pyramid Lake Paiute Tribe, is being recruited to fill Lori Howell’s TDWG Co-Chair seat.
· Federal Rep and RTOWG Co-chair – Kirsten King NPS has retired, so will need a new rep for NPS; still waiting EPA’s approval of Rebecca Matichuk to take Gail Tonnesen’s position (retirement)

· WG Status Updates, Meetings, Topics, and Planning – Kristen (10 min)
· FSWG (Bob Kotchenruther): met April 21st – Topic: UCLA Fellow spoke about smoke-related public health tradeoffs from smoke mgt practices – is posted on website; next meeting June 2nd – Topic: NASA/ HAQAST Google Earth Smoke Engine Console presentation
· RHPWG (David Stroh): no recent activity -- in a ready to act mode if new things get proposed – we’re all in the dark as to what is going to happen (still lack of meaningful engagement with EPA), but ready to act when needed; recent EPA activity related to proposed RH SIP plan approval and indications of EPA’s new RH policy approach might mean some work ahead
· RTOWG (Kevin Briggs): work group met on April 28th and had a presentation from Greg Stella of Alpine Geophysics on PM2.5 source apportionment analysis. 
· OGWG (Mark Jones): No updates; haven’t met yet this year
· TDWG (Rhonda Payne, Jason Walker): TDWG and Tribal Caucus met 3/24 & 4/8-9 (see above); National Tribal Air Forum (NTF) summary (Rhonda & Jason), can listen to presentations if you registered for NTF
· Round Robin – update on what’s happening and impacts on your agency (e.g., reorgs, budget considerations, program priorities, monitoring, modeling, etc.) – Kristen (45 min)
· WESTAR, Feds, Tribes, States, and Locals
· Rhonda, WRAP/WESTAR
· EPA at WRAP/WESTAR, AAPCA & NACAA, EPA folks there in person – 30-some reconsiderations/initiatives coming out will be like drinking from a fire hose 
· All of these initiatives and priorities done by the end of the year (likely only a 30-day comment period): reconsideration of O&G rule; PM2.5 standard; complete restructuring of RH program; backlog of 300+ SIPs; “national consistency across EPA regions”; “cooperative federalism”; “welcomes input from states & tribes on these restructurings”; “don’t worry about the legality of this; they’ll work on that; getting data centers permitted and online; exceptional events rule revision to promote and support the use of Rx fire; permit-streamlining updates; O3 NA areas/179b demonstrations (but for int’l emissions) for PHX, Denver, SLC, LA
· Mary Uhl, WRAP/WESTAR 
· WESTAR approved another letter to EPA to be submitted in June re-outlining RHR comments and inputs, as opposed to waiting until a proposed rule comes out and then reacting to that
· No one will see RHR proposal (July or Aug) before it gets released to the public in the FR (with a 30-day comment period)
· WESTAR grant is being processed (for funding through end of 2026)
· Amanda Brimmer, EPA
· She and Rebecca Matichuk are working on the submitted 179b demonstrations 
· Getting up to speed since Gail Tonnesen’s retirement 
· Paul Corrigan, USFS
· Significant percentage of employees took early retirement
· Certain levels of firefighters were not eligible to retire early; but this did not apply to summer crews supporting firefighting, which were let go
· Mike Barna, NPS
· Kirsten King retired, along with other ARD staff – down 25% personnel within ARD
· Webcams & gaseous plume monitoring network contracts will be renewed
· Cooperative agreement with CIRA in Fort Collins (e.g. work with ADMS) likely to continue
· Court injunction has put a hold on BLM, NPT, FWS (all in Dept. of the Interior) RIFs for now
· Charis Cooper, BLM
· Bret Anderson (program lead) took early retirement, along with his supervisor at HQ 
· No idea whose positions will be impacted by a RIF if it does go forward
· A large percentage of contracts have been issued stop work orders (e.g. AQ monitoring in WY)
· Don’t expect their NADP sites’ funding to continue
· Tim Allen, FWS – acc. to EPA, EPA’s categorical grants have become a crutch – states should be able to fund their own programs – proposing to reduce categorical grants by $1 billion
· Jason Walker, NWBSN – tribes get pennies for programs anyway; really appreciated work with Bryce Byrd (UT) and how to leverage work with states and labs to keep monitoring programs going; am here to protect the health and welfare of my tribal citizens; moving things forward, making sure we stay regulatory; would appreciate if some of the states can work with the tribes in keeping AQ monitoring going – we have to start finding ways to make those dollars stretch 
· Julie Simpson, NPT – NPT air program no frozen or terminated funding yet (CPRG, CAA 105, 103 and ARP grants); are waiting for what’s coming
· Kristen Martin, OR – Impacts to NWS are affecting modeling work -- cancellation of upper air measurements taken by NWS – need that data to ensure robust modeling work – state is debating a cap & trade bill
· Mark Jones, NV: trying to stay positive; no major impacts yet
· David Stroh, ND: haven’t felt impacts to date; expect impacts to come; are in a pause backfilling/hiring positions to see what happens next
· Steve Miller, ID: concerned about potential cuts to categorical grants; DEQ has submitted talking points to the Governor; getting new grants and workplans approved – new requirements to go through there that are time consuming – having good leadership is important 
· Tom Moore, CO Regional AQ Council: find it full-circle that O3 studies/planning efforts in the West are all going to use TEMPO (and which WESTAR/WRAP helped get that satellite platform off the group)
· Phil Swartzendruber, PSCAA: watching things closely, would be really impacted by cuts to 105 funding
· Tom Moore shared: Letter: Working with EPA on AQ Challenges in the Intermountain West https://raqc.egnyte.com/dl/2Ka8xWWsMw/2025Feb_EPA_Letter_AirQualityChallenges_signed.pdf_ 
· Mary Uhl shared: ECOS Letter to USEPA on the FY26 President’s Budget Preliminary Request and Discretionary Funding Cuts to Categorical Grants: https://www.ecos.org/documents/ecos-letter-to-u-s-epa-on-the-fy26-presidents-budget-preliminary-requests-and-discretionary-funding-cuts-to-categorical-grants/ 
· Meetings and Conferences (10 minutes) – Julie
· Past Conferences/Meeting materials:
· WESTAR/WRAP Spring Business Meeting 
· Smoke Management in the Northwest Workshop
· AAPCA 2025 Spring Meeting
· MARAMA Data Centers Training Videos
· 2022 EMP Collaborative National Quarterly Report-Out Call
· NACAA 2025 Spring Membership Meeting
· Upcoming:
· 2025 EPA Regional, State, and Local Dispersion Modeler’s Workshop, July 8 – 10, 2025, Nashville Main Public Library, Nashville, TN (Hybrid)
· NASA TEMPO Satellite Training, August 5-7, 2025, Fort Collins, CO (registration form) – Mary noted this will be a really good training, so please register.
· EPA Emissions Inventory Conference, September 15-19, 2025, Virtual Only
· Rocky Mountain Wildfire Smoke Symposium, October 6-7, Loveland, CO (Hybrid)
· A&WMA Pacific Northwest International Section (PNWIS) Meeting, October 15-17, Boise, ID
· WESTAR/WRAP Fall Business Meeting, November 5-6, 2025, Jackson Hole, WY (Hybrid)
· Next Steps and Wrap up (10 minutes) – Julie 
· Review next steps and action items from call
· Kristen: Let us know if the format of these TSC meetings are helpful to you; send us your feedback
· Next call – Wednesday, July 30, 11:30 PT / 12:30 MT
· Note taker – Jason Walker 
Call Notetaking Schedule

	Call Date
	Time (PT)
	Name
	Agency
	Representing
	Geography

	5/28/2025 
	11:30am – 1pm
	Danny Powers
	Southern Ute Indian Tribe 
	Tribal
	Utah/Idaho

	7/30/2025 
	11:30am – 1pm
	Jason Walker
	NW Band, Shoshone Nation - Washakie Reservation
	Tribal
	4 Corners

	9/24/2025 
	11:30am – 1pm
	Tim Allen
	FWS
	Fed
	National

	11/26/2025 
	11:30am – 1pm
	Mike Barna
	NPS
	Fed
	Intermountain

	2026 Meeting Dates TBD

	TBD 
	11:30am – 1 pm
	State Rep
	Vacant Seat
	State
	

	TBD
	11:30am – 1pm
	Charis Cooper
	BLM
	Fed
	National

	TBD
	11:30am – 1pm
	Paul Corrigan
	USFS
	Fed
	Utah

	TBD
	11:30am – 1pm
	Gail Tonnesen
	EPA - Region 8
	Fed
	Intermountain

	TBD
	11:30am – 1pm
	Tom Moore 
	RAQC
	Local
	Colorado

	TBD
	11:30am – 1pm
	Bob Kotchenruther
	EPA – Region 10
	Fed
	Pacific NW

	TBD
	11:30am – 1pm
	Local Rep
	Vacant Seat
	Local
	

	TBD
	11:30am – 1pm
	Steve Miller
	Idaho DEQ - Air Quality Bureau
	State

	Idaho

	TBD
	11:30am – 1pm
	Karl Seltzer
	EPA OAQPS
	Fed
	National

	TBD
	11:30am – 1pm
	Phil Swartzendruber
	Puget Sound Clean Air Agency
	Local
	Washington



