03/06/25 WESTAR Planning Committee Meeting Notes
Call to Order- Zac Dorn (AZ)
· Notes for this call: Pima County, AZ
Discussion Items 
· Update on quarterly training
· Should be able to do a SIP type training
· Working to get those setup, not sure when they will start but will start to plan
· ISIPs will be first item on list for training
· Had small portion of in-person training for ISIPs and Transport SIPs, this all is on the WESTAR website on Planning committee page
· On 19th of March, will have training on Exceptional Event Training App that many agencies have been developing
· Jay will send out an invite for this
· Let WESTAR know if you have a request for a training topic
· Tier III Ozone Exceptional Event (Ranil Dhammapala, South Coast Air Quality Management District)
· Concurred Tier 3 Wildfire Smoke Ozone Exceptional Event
· One of the most challenging demonstrations we can prepare, a substantial lift for South Coast
· Event happened in Palm Springs and boundary of nonattainment area for Ozone 8-hour 1997 NAAQS in Coachella Valley
· Three fires total happened in July 2014
· I-10 freeway gap (3 miles wide)
· Management logistics
· Had to manage workload, determine how many FTE staff members they needed and determine pace of check-ins
· Determined what skillsets were required (modeling, monitoring, GIS tools, analyzing large datasets, R/Matlab/Python code development and writing, technical writing, etc.)
· Dual benefit – approached the project with the intention that this code would be imported into the EE demo tool (wanted to make sure someone else could benefit from the work)
· Did not use EE demo app for everything
· Used in-house analog model to identify days with similar meteorology and corresponding ozone levels
· Processed DRI 1.33km meteorological model data and ran HYSPLIT offline. Mapped outputs in EE demo app (data files are on servers at South Coast)
· Cannot run HYSPLIT in the cloud very easily
· Also ran PurpleAir archives, Pollution roses, timeseries with wind barbs and plots of meteorological variables had to be run offline but ported into the app
· Arranged recurring monthly meeting with CARB and EPA R9
· Should plan on this collaborative approach for timely feedback
· Narrative Conceptual Model
· Analysis of diurnal pattern of ozone at station along typical transport route from the LA metro area to the Coachella Valley
· Palm Springs peaks later than most sites in the basin
· Public Notification during the Event and Mitigation
· Listed AQ forecasts they did at the time, had both a smoke advisory and ozone advisory
· Do not put out ozone advisories all the time, but put it out because they knew it would be very high
· Historical Analysis
· How did this event compare with past events?
· Analyzed a three month window around event days, but compared to last 5 years
· Mark past events
· Created with EE tool
· Created a graph showing an atypical morning ozone event
· Determine what Tier it will follow for EE Demo Tool
· Tool calculates criteria based on EPA Guidance and put it into EPA language that they need to see
· Emissions over distance analysis, tab in the tool that does this (mostly) for you
· Need to put in some data, instructions available in the tool
· HYPLIT Tier 1 Clear Causal Trajectories
· Had to show transport from burn areas to monitors
· Stronger winds may distort the model
· Graphic is map that EE tool spits out with HYSPLIT data
· Tier 2 Clear Causal Evidence
· Used wind vectors overlayed on the time series of a couple of days to see the transport of the air masses
· Have to write the narrative (tool won’t do that for you) but instructions provided by tool
· Tier 3 Clear Causal Evidence
· Used in-house model, highly specific to southern CA
· Compared predictions with observations
· What did analog model predict VS what was actually observed
· Provides evidence that O3 exceedances were caused by fire emissions rather than typical anthropogenic pollution
· Human Activity Unlikely to Recur
· Map land uses within the burn areas to establish that the wildfire was mainly wildland
· Met the definition of wildland fire
· Not Reasonably Controllable or Preventable
· Used CAL fire records about each fire and cause of fires
· Public Comment Process
· Did not email recipients at same time as posting on website
· Need to extend public comment by 30 days
· Why you should get involved in EE Demo Tool
· App is already useful
· Tabs can be subdivided if people want to contribute to part of a topic area
· Contributing to the tool can help quicken the development of the tool
· How to get involved
· Start as a tester and provide feedback
· To be more involved, become a non-code contributor
· Highest level of involvement is to become a coder for the tool
· Email Jay or Rhonda if you would like to get involved!
· Questions?
· Once R9 actually got the doc, how long did it take for them to review and concur?
· About 2-3 months without any revisions
· Might have been because they had already been working with them throughout the whole process
· Mike Madsen: Is the app free to use? And can it be used for other EE packages?
· Yes, can be used for other EEs
· Yes, free to use
· EE Demo tool: https://westar.shinyapps.io/EEDemoTool
· Username: shiny
· Pwd: Only4Casters
· Planning to do an hour-long presentation on this
Actions/Updates
· Any new actions for discussion or awareness?
· MARAMA Data Center Training – 3/6, 3/20, 4/3, and 4/17
· Community Air Sensor Workshop – 3/18 and 3/19 (https://www.communityairsensor.org/)
· Replaces cancelled EPA training
· EE tool training conflicts with this, Jay and South Coast might work on rescheduling EE training so it does not conflict
· Those attending Spokane Meeting (April 8th and 9th), make sure you book hotel room, block expires 03/07
· WESTAR Planning Committee Contact Spreadsheet
· Please add your group members roles for future contact reference.
· Topic Suggestion Form
· Please use this form to submit any topic suggestions you would like us to cover in future meetings.
Next Call
· April 3rd, 2025, 2:00 PM MST Notes – Arizona
