WESTAR Planning Committee Meeting Notes
January 4, 2024
Prepared by Anya Caudill, SIP Planner, Washington
Roundtable updates (cont. from the meeting in December)
Utah: Becky Close introduced Utah’s planning team and their current projects. The priority project right now is the Beehive Emission Reduction Plan initiative, funded by CPRG. Other projects include ozone, PM2.5, and RH update. Working on a Moderate ozone area that might be bumped to Severe; addressing a challenge to meet RFP; monitoring EPA’s PM2.5 decision as it would affect the number of exceptional events demonstrations.
Wyoming: Amber Potts introduced Wyoming’s Rule Team and their current projects. Still working on Round 1 Regional Haze due to a couple of litigations for power plants. Expect to submit a redesignation request for a 2008 nonattainment area for ozone.
Discussion of EPA Final OOOO Methane Rule - Sheila Vance (UT)
EPA’s New Oil and Gas Rule
Please see the Presentation slides. Sheila discussed the rule’s performance standards for the existing and new sources. The states affected by the rule discussed their concerns with the superemitter part of the program; that the EPA has a large role and many responsibilities under the rule but not staff; lack of clarity about coordination between EPA and states’ compliance staff. EPA Regions do not have a subject matter expert on this rule. The states felt that there was a possibility for this rule to be challenged in court (stay), delaying its implementation. Not every state has the sources affected by this rule, and some states have a limited number of sources that are affected. Jay Baker will coordinate a separate call and discussions for the affected states. Please contact Jay to be a part of the Methane Rule WESTAR Planning workgroup.
WESTAR Updates
Chelsey requested that the planners review their contact information in the 
WESTAR Planning Committee Contact Spreadsheet . The spreadsheet would help planners from different states to find their counterparts and connect easier.
Additionally, Chelsey and Laura prepared an anonymous Google form where members of the Planning Committee can enter topics, they wish to be discussed at the WESTAR Planning Committee meetings. The form is available here: Topic Suggestion Google Form
Actions/Updates
Upcoming Trainings/Workshops/Meetings (WESTAR website):
· February 27-29, 2024: National Exceptional Events Workshop (St. Louis, MO)
· April 16-18, 2024: WESTAR Spring Business Meeting (Riverside, CA)
· EPA Wildfire Smoke Course online: https://www.epa.gov/wildfire-smoke-course 
