

WESTAR Planning Committee
Notes for April 4, 2024 
Attendance
· States: AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, MT, ND, NM, NV, OR, UT, WA, WY 
· Local Air Agencies: Clark County, Albuquerque, Spokane, Pima County 
· Federal Land Mangers: FWS, USFS
Discussion Items 
a. Demonstration of Utah’s Exceptional Events Data Flagging Tool – Mark Sghiatti, UT 
· Wildfire Smoke Screening Tool (Presentation)
· Resource to flag and document data impacted by wildfire smoke 
· Tracer measurements (PM2.5, CO, NOx, BrC): spatio-temporal limited; other sources can contribute
· AQS API/Query used to poll data
· Remote sensing (HMS Smoke Tool): total column observations; cloud cover and daylight hours are limitations
· Python script used to automate data collection and storage
· Screening algorithm: HMS smoke day removed to calculate monthly average baseline PM2.5 concentration -> threshold is mean + st. dev.
· Flagging criterion: above threshold + HMS smoke day
· Tool output: csv table with flagged dates, 24-h PM2.5, monitor smoke intensity, HMS smoke intensity, and MDA8 ozone
· Stored with EE documentation
· Communicate with QA staff to flag data already submitted to AQS
· HMS Smoke tab/tool on South Coast EE Demo Tool 

b. EPA’s Mapping Tool – Laura Ballard, WY
· Does EPA’s mapping tool provide all the data you need? 
· WY - Misleading name
· WY – Emissions in one county were misrepresented 
· If not, what other data sources are you considering?
· WY – concerned about near-road monitors
· UT – near-road monitor is the only one exceeding in Salt Lake County 
· Have states considered boundaries other than county lines? 
· WY – one source SSM emissions are causing a monitor to exceed, concerned about the designated area being larger than necessary
· CA – a number of non-county boundaries recommended in designations for previous standards
· WESTAR – Mary Uhl noted that during her time in NM, they also had success with designation recommendations that did not follow county boundaries
· UT – noted that the memo indicates that it is ok to use non-regulatory monitors to determine boundaries
· AZ – large counties, so PM2.5 areas are sub-county in size

c. Group Discussion: Nonregulatory Public Docket: Reducing GHG Emissions from Power Plant Gas Turbines – Chelsea Cancino, UT 
· WY – concern about availability of technologies under the previous proposal, plan to articulate those concerns again
· Pima County – asked for clarification on a non-regulatory vs a regulatory dockets
· WY – allows for solicitation of input prior to a formal proposal 
· WY – asked that this discussion be added to the agenda for next month to continue the discussion
Actions/Updates 
· UT – Chelsea made note of the request to take this poll to help determine dates of the in-person meeting. 
· WESTAR – Jay noted that a non-regulatory docket has been opened for the Regional Haze
Next Call 
· May 2, 2024, 2:00 PM MST Notes – Hawaii 


