WESTAR Planning Committee Conference Call Notes
November 2, 2023

Participants (attendance is marked by bolding): AK; AZ; CA; CO; HI; ID; MT; ND; NM; NV; OR; SD; UT; WA; WY; WESTAR; Clark County, NV; Southcoast AQMD; Nez Perce Tribe; Pima County, AZ

1. CALL TO ORDER - Rebekka Fine (CA)
a. Notes for this call: Oregon


2. PRESENTATION BY JIM SZYKMAN AND MATT FREEMAN

Jim is a senior research engineer with the Center for Environmental Measurements and Modeling with EPA, Matt is a senior scientific applications developer with Applied Research Associates working as a contractor with EPA’s Office of Mission Support. 
 
EPA’s Remote Sensing Information Gateway (RSIG)

RSIG is a free, multi-platform, scriptable software system that creates an air quality modeling platform. RSIG takes the step of data preparation and exploration. It then creates data that is ready for analysis on different platforms. 

Typical users are air quality modelers for model evaluation for case study analysis, exposure studies in research, etc. 

There is a web of servers that have been developed. The main server sits in research triangle park. Uses a web coverage service to bring in AirNow data, MODIS data, etc. 

Variables in the gateway: 

· Provide access to TROPOMI data sets. Satellite dataset from Copernicus. Provides column abundances of NO2, CH4, CO, and CH20

· Also uses 3 dimensional winds modeled from CONUS at 3 km horizontal grid spacing. Hosted data from 2014- present. 

· Some of newer datasets that they are working on. Pandonia global network – network of UV-VIS specs with main focus on satellite validation of trace gases. Primarily used for validation of TROPOMI. There are 160 units across the globe. 


· Satellite dataset from NASA Earth Venture Instrument Program with daylight hourly scans over greater North America at urban scales. 

· Typical application is model evaluation, air quality events. 

TEMPO
· Scheduled to be available to the public in April 2024. TEMPO measurements and baseline products, ozone, nitrogen dioxide, formaldehyde. 

· Issue of validation is not discussed enough – trying to fill this hole in the TEMPO project and quantify the quality of these products by decomposing uncertainty components. Moving toward more routine and systematic approach. 

· Led and facilitated validation plan focused on the baseline products for TEMPO. Outlining best efforts validation approach that can be found online. 

Demonstration on using RSIG 
· Go to www.epa.gov/rsig 

· On the left are demos that show you how to use the tool. This is a desktop application. In the application, there are tabs for different functions. You can turn on different layers. There are controls for animating through time. Typically look at hourly data in RSIG. When go to select data, need to select bounding box. Have software that goes in and pulls only the data that you want. 

· When switch to data tab, there is data selection tree that will allow you to request any variable that is in RSIG. Can select up to 5 that you can view at a time, etc. Hit “get data” button to get data set in a minute or two. 

· Each data type can be interpolated to CMAQ or other grids. If you want to re-grid, there are re-gridding pre-sets. 

· In the view tab, can adjust opacity, color map, data range to display, etc. 

· There is also a 3D view mode that comes in handy for 3D models. If you have 3D data, you can do slicing. 

· If you want to save data, can save visualization output, as kml or others, or save as netcdf, can also save metadata along with this. 





3. ACTIONS / UPDATES 
a. Any updates/discussion 

· All of presentations at the Fall WESTAR business meeting are now online. 	Comment by FATEMI Farrah * DEQ: Can we point them to a website for these? 

· The IMPROVE steering committee met last week, and those presentations are also available online. 

b. Upcoming Trainings/Workshops/Meetings:


i. November 14-15: State Implementation Plan Development Training (Portland, OR) Details are available on the WESTAR Training webpage 
ii. February – Exceptional Events Workshop in St. Louis. Still looking for ideas and presentations
iii. WESTAR meeting in Riverside in April 

4. NEXT CALL
a. December 7th, 2023, 1:00 - 2:00 pm (Pacific), Notes – South Dakota

NOTE TAKING SCHEDULE – 2023

	January
	Alaska

	February
	Arizona

	March
	Hawaii

	April
	Idaho

	May
	Montana

	June
	Nevada

	July
	New Mexico

	August
	Combined meeting w/ tech. committee

	September
	North Dakota

	October
	CANCELED

	November
	Oregon

	December
	South Dakota

	January 2024
	Utah

	February 2024
	Washington



