WESTAR Meeting 12/7/2023

 PARTICIPANTS (attendance is marked by bolding) 
States: AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, ND, NM, NV, OR, SD, UT, WA, WY 
Local Air Agencies: City of Albuquerque, Clark County, Pima County AZ, Denver Metro RAQC
Tribal Air Agencies: 
Federal Land Mangers: BLM, FWS, NPS, USFS



 
1. CALL TO ORDER - Rebekka Fine (CA) and Chelsea Cancino (UT) a. Notes for this call: South Dakota 


2. DISCUSSION ITEM(S) 
a. Introduction of New Co-Chair (Laura Ballard, WY) 
· Work in SIPS and rule making
· previously worked for the State of Washington

b. SIP Minute: Overview of Draft Rx Fire Exceptional Event Demonstration (Rebekka Fine, CA) 
· slide presentation from Rebecca Fine. EE Demonstration for Prescribed Fire. Open for Public comment though Dec. 29, 2023.  
· Agency Involvement –
·  Preparation of Demonstration – EPA Workgroup (R4,5 7,8,9,10 and OAPS)
· Submission – CARB
· Formal Review – EPA Headquarters (staff not involved in preparation)
· Event took place in Northern California in April 2021
· Burns took place in Placer county
· Nevada County (Grass Valley Monitor) recorded the event 
· Event vs historical concentrations graph shows the impact of the exceptional event
· QUESTIONS
· Q: Amber Potts: is EPA planning to do this for every prescribed fire that may have regulatory significance?
· A: They are not going to do this for all prescribed fires, 
· Q: Amber Potts: can they extend the Docket, so we have more time to comment?
· A: The plan is to extend the docket so that all 3 of the documents become available 
· Q: Amber Potts: What happens if people reviewing from EPA don’t like what they see?
· A: EPA worked closely together in planning this, and it will go through so it can be used as an example in the future. This is not a regulatorily significant event, so this will be able to be used as an example without issue. 
· Q: Yousaf Hameed – is there another approach to design value, small things can make regulatory significance?
· A: There is no clear answer but it is something to consider in the future, prescribed fires can have an impact on standards and it will need to be considered, demonstrations provide more information and perspective 
· Q: David Stroh: What about wildfires? Is anybody talking about that? Can prescribed fire data and ideas be broadened to wildfires?
· A: we have been working with EPA to deal with exceptional events on an annual basis. there are different ways to approach the data, and we are pushing EPA to work on this to deal with events that are more than a short amount of time 
c. Roundtable (All) i. Staff introductions and focuses 
· Alaska 
· Focused to get pm2.5 SIP amendment
· Working towards regional haze SIP approval 
· Interested in exceptional events and wild fires 
· Arizona (AZDEQ)
· Regional haze
· Progress report
· Technical data
· Phoenix non-attainment 
· PIMA COUNTY
· California
· Watching PM NAAQS
· Exceptional events 
· How to approach residential emissions 
· Colorado 
· Hearing on Ozone SIP
· Regional haze progress report 
· Plenty to do on Ozone planning front 
· Hawaii 
· Finish regional haze SIP 
·  Finish regional haze progress report 
· finish I-SIP for PM 2.5 and 2015 Ozone SIP
· Priority climate action plan 
· Revise rules to increase fees 
· Idaho 
· Keeping an eye on NAAQS
· Exceptional events 
· Regional haze second implementation 
· Developing smoke management play (interagency)
· North Dakota 
· General rules revision process (tweaking language, fee updates)
· NAAQS 
· Exceptional events 
· Methane Rules
· New oil and gas rules 111D
· DEQ Environmental justice plan 
· New Mexico 
· Draft SIP to FLM’s
· VW settlement 
· DEERA program 
· Control measures for oil and gas sources coming online in phases
· Exceptional events 
· Albuquerque 
· Working with the State on regional haze Sip revision
· Developing fugitive dust plan 
· Nevada
· Replace part of regional haze SIP 
· PM2.5 NAAQS
· Vehicle replacement vehicles for medium to heavy duty – replace with electrical 
· Clark County 
· NAAQS pm2.5 on radar
· Ozone nonattainment plan 
· PM10 maintenance plan 
· Wildfire and VOC studies to support exceptional events and ozone attainment 
· Oregon 
· Regional Haze submittal 
· PM2.5 NAAQS 
· Maintenance plan before standard changes 
· Exceptional events for redesignations from 3 years of data
· Woodstove program changes due to NAAQS potentially revamp (more enforceable) 
· South Dakota 
· Regional haze 
· Exceptional events 
· Federal rules on oil and gas 
· NAAQS
· Washington 
· Wildfire crisis, anything related to smoke and PM
· Exceptional Events
· PM2.5 NAAQS
· Environmental justice 
· Regional haze 
· Utah – next meeting 
· Wyoming – next meeting 





3. ACTIONS / UPDATES
 a. Any new actions for discussion or awareness? 


b. Upcoming Trainings/Workshops/Meetings (WESTAR website): 
i. February 27-29, 2024: National Exceptional Events Workshop (St. Louis, MO) 
ii. April 16-18, 2024: WESTAR Spring Business Meeting (Riverside, CA) 

4. NEXT CALL a. January 4, 2024, 1:00 pm (Pacific), Notes – Washington 


