AGENDA
WESTAR Planning Committee Conference Call

November 5, 2006  2:00 - 3:00 p.m. (Mountain Time)

Number: (800) 244-9194    Access Code: 107484


Call Participants:  Alice Edwards, Jim ? (UT), Doug Schneider, Bob Lebens, Dave McNeill, Don Arkell, Rachel Sakata, Gail Cooke, Dan Johnson, Bob Jeffrey, Janice Peterson
1.
CALL TO ORDER:
(a)
Review October meeting notes





Alice Edwards

(b)
Volunteer for annotating November agenda?



(past conscripts – Dave, Doug, Ray, Rita)

2.
ACTION ISSUE ITEMS:
(a)
Follow up PM Standards and Monitoring Rule



Group

– map effort; discuss AQI


· Dave McNeill is collecting information from the States on potential PM2.5 nonattainment areas.  (AZ, WY, MT, AK, UT, WA, HI have currently submitted information).  For those States that have not provided info, please send it in so Dave can pull together a map showing all nonattainment areas.  

· AQI – What are States doing?  

· MT doesn’t make statewide calls, leave it up to individual areas.  Usually it is 75% of the applicable standard.

· UT and OR are not changing the AQI, but are notifying the public about whether the current level is above the new EPA standard.  This is to keep it simple and eliminate confusion.  

· NM not doing anything 

· AK not sure how to approach, especially since need to be calling burn bans.  They do have one area that is issuing provisional alerts 

· Overall concern that don’t want to create new nonattainment areas because of the AQI. 

· Monitoring – 

· Doug S. - Raised the question about when going to be able to reestablish monitors that were taken out in order to get 3 years of monitoring data.   This also affects those areas where they might have nonattainment areas, but no existing monitors.  Some states are looking at old data where might be problem areas to see what is happening.  

· Dave M. –EPA is threatening to use SLAMS data in Utah to classify certain areas as nonattainment.  The monitoring met EPA’s guidelines, but was stuff they were doing on their own, not in network review, but EPA is going to use it to designate.  Would cause problems since had told the communities weren’t going to use the data for making designations.  

· General - Monitoring program cuts – with limited monitors available it will be hard to tell what is going on.  

(b)
Exceptional Events rule – BACM – follow up direction from Council



· Question from the Council whether anthropogenic sources should be subject to BACM, RACM, or what type of controls?  After some discussion, Doug S. reiterated what the workgroup decided in responding to the exceptional events rule, which is BACM be applied for significantly contributing sources.  An example is the controls on ag.  For those agricultural sources that are having an impact on a downwind area we want BMP.    

· Dan Johnson notified the group that there is an ongoing discussion between ag and air quality task force. The task force will be considering recommending to EPA to adopt a policy related to ag burning.  The task force will probably ask for planning committee input.  

(c)
Update on Monitoring Committee





Bruce Louks?

· Not available, will discuss at next call

(d)
Quality Management Plans






Tina Anderson/Discussion

· Tina wanted to know if other States are required to put together a QMP?  Dave M. will give Tina a call to discuss what UT did.  

3.
TRACKING ISSUE ITEMS:
(a)
Regional Haze Planning Update





Don Arkell

· WRAP is responding to current environment of not enough funding.  Talking about a plan to consolidate several technical forums (modeling, causes of haze, attribution of haze, etc.) into one.  Will bring technical work under the TSS.  EPA issued the BART rule in early October.  States are getting closer to finishing BART analysis – and States should have the information sent to Lee Alter (WRAP).  The data will be sent to modeling center and projects that most states should have BART analyses by mid-February.  Modeling center will get level of improvement that Class I areas will attain as a result of Regional Haze SIPs.  

· Update on Fire.  Fire forum is working on emissions tracking system which is a requirement of 309 SIP.  Will help other states track their fire emissions.  There is a new plume rise estimating system – called plume ? – helps estimate levels of emissions through altitude plume rise.  

· Survey on cost.  Got responses from 7 states.  

· TSS webpage is under development.  Plan to announce next week that the TSS is up and running.  Will be various stages of completion and functionality.  Implementation workgroup has scheduled a meeting in Santa Fe the first week in December to talk about TSS.  Hope that workgroup will indicate what kind of training is needed and when.  Training probably web-based – in early 2007.

· Emission Forum – looking for new contract to update emission data system.  Transition will occur in November/December.  Data system going from UNC to someplace else.  Got most of base year 2002 data in there and loaded 2018 data for nonpoint sources.  Will have some new data out and available.  Moving system to new data host.  

(b) 
CAMR









Updates from States

· Dave M. – UT approved rules.  UT opted into the national cap and trade program but established a cap.  

4. DISCUSSION ITEMS/OPEN MICROPHONE:




Anyone

(a) 
Open Microphone

(b)
Topics for Upcoming Meetings




5.
Confirm Next Conference Call Date for December 7, 2006?


Alice Edwards

· Moving call to December 14th because of IWG meeting


MEETINGS/CALLS:

NACAA Air Toxics Committee Monthly Mercury Call, 1:00 pm -2:00 pm Eastern Time, November 8, 2006; (800) 365-4406, access code 6055799#
NACAA Criteria Pollutants Committee Monthly Call, 1:30 pm – 3:00 pm Eastern Time, November 29, 2006; (866) 365-4406, access code 1398016# 

WRAP meetings and calls: See WRAP web site http://www.WRAPAir.org
